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    The congregation of Forward With Christ Church in Jimani, 
Dominican Republic is rejoicing and very thankful to Almighty 
God for His blessing and provision for our new meeting house. 
We thank God for the many prayers on our behalf and the 
generosity of His people in bringing a dream to reality. The 
Dedication Service was held on Jan. 26, with a large number 
in attendance. We were honored to have Merv Sommers and 
Durwin Miller here, representing the IFM Board of Directors. 
Many friends and neighbors, local pastors, staff from IFM/Haiti, and two leaders from Water of Life 
Church in Fond Parisian were present. Our prayer is that the Word of God will continue to be 
preached, that many will be drawn to the Savior and experience the joy of following Jesus. We covet 
your prayers as we labor in the Kingdom. 
  The building was completed in just one year from ground-breaking.  Many local workers were hired 
for concrete work, laying block, and plastering. We were blessed by three work teams to assist in the 
project. A team from Cornerstone Dunkard Brethren in OH built trusses and installed the metal roof 
over the sanctuary. A team from Sunnyside Mennonite in FL painted the interior and exterior. A team 
from Pleasant View Mennonite in Arthur IL prepared the wood and steel for pew fabrication, and in-
stalled shelving. Phil Hollinger helped fabricate the steel pew supports at BRIC/Haiti. Matt Newcomer 
spent two days wiring and installing lights and fans. Mike Martin helped install the perimeter fence. 
We thank God for each person that was involved, from the workers to those who provided snacks 
and drinks.  
  A building is just a building. Our mission here is to actively share the Good News with others and to 
encourage Christ-followers in their Christian walk.                        For the glory of God,  Tom Mohler 
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 Jesus Loves the Little Children 

   It has been a tremendous blessing to be a part of the IFM children's home for the past ten months.  
   I had never been to Haiti before; much less to another country! At first it seemed like a big adjustment going 
from an almost "germ free", fast paced, professional environment at an assisted living facility, to a slow paced, 
poor, dirty country. A country where little children often aren't shown love and guidance and eat just enough to 
survive. This is something I never knew as a child, yet, I still thought I didn't have enough! 
   Ever since I was small, I dreamed of helping in an orphanage someday. I have always loved children and hoped 
the Lord would open the door. 
   Children are so innocent, carefree, and trusting. To them life is still so simple. I see this every day as I watch 
them and I see how important it is to teach them about Jesus. I thank Jesus for the opportunity to be a part of 
these precious little lives and love them all dearly! 
   I take care of Devensky (4) and Lovenie(1). Their personalities are completely different. Devensky is very tender 
hearted and loves teasing people. When I got him he only spoke kreyol, but now he speaks English well. He's do-
ing very well with learning his manners and can now pray by himself. He loves bringing me flowers, going to mar-
ket, and playing with the staff guys! 
   Lovenie is quite dramatic and always running around chattering about something. She no doubt has a strong 
personality, but is very sweet and cuddly! She loves eating, riding on the four wheeler, and putting foreign ob-
jects in her mouth. I love watching her grow up!  
  It feels like the children here are like a part of my family. They and are always ready to talk or play and, of 

course, they never run out of energy!                                           ~Rachel Widowski, Nanny 
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Whosoever therefore 
shall humble himself as 
this little child, the same is 
greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.     Matthew 18:4  

And whoso shall receive 
one such little child in my 
name receiveth me.     
                 Matthew 18:5 
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Staff Update 

Welcome! 

Pete & Marylis Garber & Family 

Delphine Kuepfer 

Jeana Byler 

 Praise God for willing hearts as he continues to call staff to 
fill the needs of the mission in Haiti.  

 God’s faithfulness in touching people’s hearts at just the 
right time to share financially in support of the work in Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic.  

 Another very successful 2 weeks of leadership training in the 
mountains of Peyi Pourri. Pastors, deacons and Sunday 
school teachers received the Word of God readily and re-
turned to their home churches, eager to share the rich 
truths with their congregations.  

 Many people willingly going to Haiti and the D.R. on work 
teams to help out with various project that are going on, 
including completion of the new church building in the D.R., 
as well as building houses for earthquake victims in Haiti.  

 For grace and wisdom for the Board as it contin-
ues to work together through challenging 
changes, both on the field as well as on the mis-
sion board.  

 Continued safety for those traveling to and from 
the field. These include staff, visitors, and work 
teams.  

 For God to continue to provide for all of our 
needs as a mission, especially financially.  

 For wisdom for the staff, especially those in ad-
ministration, in the decisions they face daily.  

 For God to clearly direct our steps as we, a team 
of staff and board, work together and that He 
ultimately would be glorified.  

Praise Prayer and 

   A special thanks to the Aaron Lavy family for faithfully 

completing 2 years of service for the Lord by filling the 

role of general administrators in Haiti. Their servant 

hearts were much appreciated! We pray the Lord’s bless-

ing upon them as they continue to serve Him wherever he 

leads.  

Thank  

You! 

Urgent! We have a 

need for a mechanic 

in Haiti as soon as 

possible. If interest-

ed, please contact 

our home office.  



Page 4Page 4 

 A Tribute to Lovena 

    

   Lovena was a twenty one year old girl who came to us weighing only twenty pounds! She 

was the most pitiful, broken, sick, human being I have ever seen! I know very little about 

her life besides that she suffered some of the severest neglect imaginable to my human 

mind. Years ago, when she was young and her parents were alive, she was cared for and 

loved even though she always had some significant mental and physical delays. At some 

point she was severely burned which damaged her face, arm and her one hand but she re-

ceived decent medical care for that and recovered. And then, both of her parents passed 

away, leaving her with her grandmother and two brothers who seemingly cared little for 

her. My guess is that she was around the age of 5 or 6 when the severe neglect and starva-

tion began since that was the approximate size of her body and bone structure. Because of 

her extremely small size I believe that she was not only deprived of food but also of human 

touch and stimulation. It is a mystery how God designed us to need each other; children 

and babies literally will not grow if they do not receive physical touch and interaction.  

  I will never forget the moment when I first unwrapped the big blue blanket and saw Lovena. Her tiny emaciated body and 

contracted limbs brought tears to my eyes. My mind began to spin. I truly did not even know how or where to start so I simp-

ly put a diaper on her and sat in the rocking chair and held her for a while. Somehow I pulled myself together and started: a 

warm bath, diluted sugar milk, diluted ORS, called on the Dr… Her condition was overwhelming. But after poring over the 

W.H.O. website and consulting with the Dr., we came up with an intensive, round the clock care plan.   

   By the end of her second week she was doing so well I actually dared to hope that she would one day have flesh on those 

bones and that she would live a happy life, being loved and cherished! The Dr. was encouraging and we saw signs of im-

provement. Her gums stopped bleeding and the foul odor from her mouth completely disappeared. She was so responsive to 

love and care!  

   And then toward the end of her third week, just when I thought she might be ready for a bit more protein in her diet and a 

bit more stimulation in her life, she began to spiral downward. On Friday night she was very active and animated, moving all 

around on her bed, laughing and rocking herself back and forth. She seemed so bright and happy even in the middle of the 

night! I don’t think she slept much that night. Early the next morning when I got up to feed her, I found her on the floor be-

side her toddler bed. I picked her up, took her into my room and put her on a blanket on the floor since that was her favorite 

spot to be. She eagerly drank her milk, then fell asleep. Later that morning ,when it was time for her next feeding, she was 

still sound asleep but opened her eyes and drank her milk. A little later I gave her water and a tiny square of toast. She 

seemed very sleepy and her heart was racing. Thinking she was just over tired from not sleeping during the night, I let her 

rest in my room for several hours and just kept coming back to check on her. Around noon I saw there was something serious 

going on. I knew she was dying! And I was frantic! I kept trying to make her open her eyes and when she did they only fo-

cused for a moment, then rolled back in head and closed again like she was so tired. Over and over I kept saying, “ Lovena, 

don’t die, don’t die, Lovena!! Not yet!!” 

The Dr. came immediately when we called him but Lovena needed more than what he could give her at the house. We rushed 

her to the closest hospital and all the way, while she lay in my arms, my heart and brain kept pleading, No, no, don’t die! 

Please don’t die! God in his goodness and grace so ordained that that hospital we went to was hosting a medical team!! What 

tender care and love they extended to Lovena but in the end the most loving thing they did was to stand by and support me as 

Lovena’s caregiver, to make her as com-

fortable as possible in her last hours of 

life. Lovena was diagnosed 

with diabetic ketoacidosis but in her 

fragile physical condition and with lim-

ited resources there was just nothing that 

anyone could do to save her life. 
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Hour after weary hour passed as I kept a lonely vigil by her bedside. God’s spirit was there in 

that room and over and over and over I heard it, “ Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death I will fear no evil for thou art with me”. Then, in the wee hours of the 

morning, she slipped into a coma. I rested my head on the pillow beside her there and felt the 

tearing of my heart and the letting go. When morning light flooded the dry, barren landscape 

outside, I knew this was the day Lovena would see Jesus and I was ok with that. 

I gathered her up in her soft white blanket I carried her out of the hospital and we brought her 

home to die in peace. Her grandmother came and our calm, faithful Dr. came; the children 

gathered round, wide eyed and quiet. They touched her gentle like and several of them bent 

low and kissed her. I just sat on the rocking chair holding her wrapped in her white blanket, 

rocking and waiting for Jesus. Then the moment came and once again Jesus was so close. I 

heard the words again in my heart, “ Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for 

thou art with me…” Lovena drew her last breath and I feared no evil because Jesus was there and I knew she had simply 

passed from my arms to His!                           ~Mary Ann Yoder, Children’s Home Worker                                                                                                                                                  

                                        (This is an excerpt from Mary Ann’s blog, jacobskin.blogspot.com/) 

A tribute to Lovena...continued 

Thy Kingdom Come  
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   Its been six short months since I have arrived at IFM. These last months have not been all easy I have learned more 
about myself in these past months than I have in nineteen years but they have also held some of the best times of my 
life. Jesus has become sweeter than ever before.   
   My daily activities here vary greatly but are mostly filled with vehicle maintenance; oil changes, flat tires, burnt out 
headlights and other random problems theses rough roads have to offer. If I'm not doing mechanics I'm probably build-
ing something for someone or fixing random items. I have my named responsibilities here but I also enjoy taking to time 
to build relationships ,whether its listening to someone's problems, teaching someone something, learning something 
from them or being involved in discussions, which frequently happen during the day. Debates are a inseparable function 

of the Haitian culture. Please pray for me as I work on building 
relationships. It’s easy to become caught up in just keeping things 
going, to just survive and forget that I'm here to disciple and to 
make disciples.  
  Life here is not always easy but I have found God faithful in all 
situations. I am content and fulfilled to be in God's perfect will for 
me here in this moment in this country. How long I'll be here? I 
don't know, but I have determined to give him all and let the rest 
up to him. He knows better anyway. 
                                                               -Levi Kauffman  
                                                              Personal Worker 

If you are interested in learning more about the work of IFM, we would be happy to come to your church and 
do a presentation. Please contact our home office and we will make arrangements for a board member or for-
mer staff member to come speak at your church.   
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Aid for Orphans    
 

I am donating $__________   to 
aid orphans not in 
the IFM Children’s 

Home. 
  

Children’s Home 
 

 I wish to give for the operating 
expenses of the Children’s 

Home  
$__________monthly 
$___________one-
time donation 

 

School Sponsorship 
 

I wish to sponsor #___ children at         
$15 per month/$180 per year.                    
I am enclosing $_______ as my          
initial payment and understand 
that I will receive a picture and 

more  information. 

D.R. Church 
 

 

  This $________ is to 
help build a new 

church building in the 
Dominican Republic. 

Medical Relief     
   

I would like to help 
those who cannot 

afford  the medical care 
they need. 

$_______monthly         
$_______one-time gift 

Food Pantry    
 

I wish to help stock 
the church’s relief 

supply for the poor 
within the church. 

$____monthly 
$____one-time 

— WAYS YOU CAN HELP — 

 

General   
 

I would like to contribute 
$________ to be used  

where needed most. 
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    Hospital                                                                                                  
      I would like to help provide quality medical care in Haiti.                                                             

     $______ construction        $_______ operating expenses  
                   $______ where most needed  $_______ cholera treatment 

Any sponsored donations received over the 
present need will be used for a similar cause. 

All donations are tax deductible. 
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