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School days
School is nearly finished for
another year. A big thank you
to Miss Hannah Miller from
Virginia for teaching the children this year. Her investment
in their lives is very much appreciated.
Miss Hannah Miller

Andrew Michelet Carter
He is a very happy, healthy child and finishing 3rd
grade in our church day school. We attend a Beachy
church in Texas and he has made many friends in our
community. He loves camping, fishing and playing in
the dirt. He also loves taking things apart and putting
ndrew (formerly Michelet them together differently to improve on design. He may
Dort) left IFM (Haiti) in 2014 be a budding engineer or excavator. We'll let the Lord
on an emergency medical visa to decide though :-).
received treatment for brittle bone
disorder.
When he is home
recovering from an injury
We took custody of Mich in or surgery,
we home2016 and adopted him in 2017. He school to keep him up with
became a US citizen in 2018. His his grade. Andrew is still
new name is Andrew Michelet very small for his age, part
Carter.
Andrew has had 5 of
his
medical
surgeries to date to correct condition.
We have
deformities in his bones, insert connected
with
other
rods into the femurs and repair his families of brittle bone
hip. He is now able to walk children so he doesn't feel
without assistance for short isolated
and
distances, uses a walker for longer conspicuous. It has been a
distances, and his wheelchair for blessing to learn from
longer distance.
There is yet other parents and share
another surgery on the horizon for what we have learned.
him to insert rods into his tibias.

Many of you remember Mich from our children’s home.
Here’s an update on his life today. Blessings to you
Andrew! (dm)
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Our Team

Kendrick, Kayana, Cordell, Chris, Rudy, & Weston Yoder

Judnay, Lona, Lovenie, Nathalie, Davensky
Barb Stoltzfus
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Kiko, Joshtin, Vicki, David, Victoria Perez

Clinic Restrooms
We are replacing this...

...With this

Y

Inflation, Unrest, and Demonstrations

ou may have heard in the news or from friends that there has been a couple different periods of unrest in Haiti recently. In 2018, Haiti saw 15% or greater inflation. Prices have risen and reduced the workers ability to
purchase necessities.
The reduction of purchasing power has caused the population to become frustrated with the government. Frustration has resulted in frequent demonstrations over the last number of months. At times these demonstrations
have turned violent and unfortunately, a number of people have died as a result of rioting. To this point the frustration has not been directed toward foreigners and has not been strong in our area. With precautions, we haven’t
felt that our personal safety has been at risk to this point. This could change at any time and we would need to
take steps to insure the safety of our team.
We ask that you pray for our Haitian friends as life continues to become more difficult as the currency devalues. Pray also that our team could continue to function safely within Haiti. Pray for the mission as we try to find
ways to help our employees in this difficult time.

Ambulance Update
The new ambulance is purchased and outfitted with an
electric cot. A great big thank you to Western Berks
Ambulance for donating a very nice Stryker cot. We
also installed a new siren and light system.
Installing the cot in our Toyota ambulance proved to
be a challenge. Rudy and Tim LaRochelle were able to
get it accomplished with Brad’s help.
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Thoughts from the Yoders
Greetings to all of you from the Main Compound,
We have been enjoying some very beautiful weather
here! We received some very much needed rain in the
last couple weeks which we are very happy for. It sure
made things green up a bit but with that we also had
some issues come up! The outhouse up by the school
now has an 8 ft hole washed out behind and 3-4 ft. under it. So the men have been doing some changing
around in bathroom areas up there. Pouring new concrete, putting new toilets and urinals into another out
building so the approximately 400 children that come
to school here daily are taken care of.

Our family has been enjoying our time here in Haiti
for the last 6 months. We came down from Goshen, IN
in Oct. with our family of three boys, Kendrick, 21,
Weston, 19 and Cordell, 18 along with a daughter
Kayana, 12. We have added some to our family down
here or at least we claim them now! With being here at
the main compound we have the school teacher, Hannah Miller along with the clinic girls, Amy Yoder and
Ellen Schmucker. Janice LaRochelle just left us to go
back home to Canada. Then we also have Reynold, a
native, living here with us and he has a way of adding a
bunch of spice to the compound!
Kayana is home schooling this year so between that
and making meals and keeping the household going it
keeps me pretty busy. When visitors come down they
stay here with us but with Haiti being on Level 4 security we haven’t had all that many the last month. We
sure have enjoyed the ones we did have.
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Rudy and the oldest two boys fill their days with a
great variety of things from mowing the yards to unplugging
toilets and
there’s
always
vehicles
or a gator
or many
other
things to
be fixed.
Kendrick, Kayana, Cordell, Chris, Rudy, & Weston
We also
have quite a few coming to our gate here sometimes to
chat or with a great variety of needs. Rudy has made
friends with a number of boys that come to the fence
and they always like when there’s bon bon (cookies)
here to eat!
Kendrick and Weston also enjoy going down to the
Children’s Home school and having recess with the
children there. Gives everyone a little mix up. And then
Kayana has totally enjoyed going down to school and
spending time reading with the children or helping
Miss Hannah with Art. It gives her a break from her
own school work!
Cordell is working at the clinic in Central where he
sorts, labels and packages meds for the pharmacy.
Right now they are working on inventory and so that’s
some extra work and he has had his brothers down a
couple days to help with that.
Overall we have enjoyed it and have been blessed
richly with the new friends we have made and many
other things. We desire your prayers as we continue the
work down here in a land of much need.... spiritual
need... physical need... material need... they are here.
Bless each one of you as you serve in the mission
wherever that many be. We all have a mission field in
our own neighborhood.
~Rudy & Chris Yoder Family

Why Am I Serving?

S

ervice in the Lord’s kingdom is often on my
mind. Am I doing what He wants or what I
want?

Just because I’m active in Christian service doesn’t
mean I am in the Lord’s will and doing what He
wants. My choice to do Christian service doesn’t
mean I am doing what God is asking me to do. I can
throw myself into an area of God’s kingdom to avoid
working in another or to compensate for some shortcoming in my life.
If my service to the Lord is for any reason other
than love, loyalty, and dedication, it is of little value
to the kingdom. I fear the Lord can’t bless my efforts
if I’m not submitted to His will. The account of Saul
and Samuel comes to mind where God says, “Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice”. How often do I try
“sacrifices” rather than “obedience” and think that the
Lord has to bless me because I’m working in His
kingdom?
By focusing on obedience, the Lord can use us in
His work wherever He wants. If we are being used
wherever He wants, we are going to have the maximum impact possible. That may mean we end up
somewhere doing something that takes us outside of

W

our comfort zone but that’s ok. If the Lord takes us
there He will faithfully supply us with the strength
and ability we need. The Lord never calls us to do
anything that He doesn’t equip us to do if we are obediently following Him.
Living in the Lord’s will and serving Him there is
never dull. To loosely quote a pastor I once heard,
“Yield your life to the Lord, give Him the driver’s
seat, and then hang on for the ride of your life!”
Serving the Lord is not always easy...sometimes uncomfortable...but always rewarding. May we all be
faithful servants of His.
~Durwin

Thank you to Janice
LaRochelle. She came
to us in the fall of 2017
and taught school a year.
After that she helped out
in the pharmacy until
February of this year.

Team Member Opportunities

e are looking for people willing to serve in Haiti and the DR. The last page of this newsletter lists immediate and upcoming opportunities. If the Lord is calling you or someone you know to serve in Haiti or the
DR we would like to talk to you.
It has become very difficult to find people willing to consider serving on the mission field. There are many opportunities to help that we are not able to consider due to insufficient staff to explore new opportunities. If you
sense a calling to do mission work don’t assume someone else will do it. It may be you’re the one God is calling
to fill a particular position. Be careful that you are not as the song writer mentions when He says, “My house is
full but my fields are empty.” He’s speaking of our willingness to sit around Christ’s table and enjoy His blessings but not willing to leave the “house” and go work in the fields.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Page 5

International Faith Missions
5553 County Road 79A
Saint Joe, IN 46785
Return Service Requested

Mission needs
Material Needs:
 Funds for general operating expense.
 Funds for the new clinic bathrooms—$4,000
 Funds for clinic operation.
 Funds to replace the main compound generator. (The current one has over 30K hours.)

Staffing Needs:
 General administrator—Immediate
 House parents—Summer 2019
 Clinic workers—Summer 2019
 Maintenance worker—Fall 2019
 School teacher—Fall 2019
 Dominican Republic church workers—2020

Any specified donations received over the present need will be used for a similar cause. All donations are tax deductible.
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