
 

 

O ur time in 

Haiti was an 

eye opener for me. 

As soon as you 

step out of the 

airport you start 

getting a sense 

of how different 

life here is. The streets are small and 

crowded with vehicles and people fill in the 

rest of the area. Trash lines the road sides 

and the banks of the river that runs through 

the center of town. Seeing how people live 

down here really showed me how much we have here 

at home. Even the poorest American lives in better con-

ditions than the average Haitian. We have so much at 

home and we're still not as happy as those who are less 

fortunate than us.  

We spent most of our time either 

at the clinic or at Rudy's home. It 

was great to see how Rudy's have 

gained the trust and respect of the 

community, and how they can re-

ally shine God's light in a dark 

place. As we worked at the clinic 

we had a chance to interact more 

with children. Our main goal was 

to give the outside of the clinic a 

facelift. We sanded and painted 

all the grates covering the win-

dows and the outside of the build-

ing. On the roof we slowly peeled 

up the old paint and put on a new 

coat of a special insulating paint. 

As we worked we got to know the 

children that lived with 

Brad's at the clinic. What really stood out to me is how 

happy they were. They didn't have a lot, but what they 

did have was enough. This trip really showed me how 

much I have to be thankful for, and that I need to use 

what I have been given to help others. 
 

~Braeden Troyer 
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Fair Haven Youth Trip 



 

 

H aiti...It's hard to know 
where to begin to describe it! For me it was 8 

days of incredible adventure and eye-opening ex-
periences! It was such a blessing serving alongside Rudy 
and Chris, who were our former youth leaders. They did 
a great job in putting together projects for us, which isn't 
very easy considering there's about 30 of us. We did 
quite a few projects around the the clinic there including 
a bunch of painting, organizing, some cleaning, and also 
vehicle repairs/maintenance. We also got to love on the 
kids at the Mission. It was wonderful to have conversa-
tion with them, as most of the people we met spoke very 
little english and we spoke very little creole.  
 
There were often kids at the gate at Rudy's house and we 
went swimming in the lake with them a few times. We 
also took some sidewalk chalk and the kids loved it! An-
other thing we did for the kids 
was a hot dog roast. It was a 
blast! We served quite a few hot 
dogs. A few adults came out as 
well. I was impressed by the way 
that they shared their food and 
made sure everyone got some.  
 
Another thing our group really 
loved was the rooftop overlook-
ing the lake. Most times there  
was a breeze coming off the lake 
which made it a wonderful spot 
to spend time with God or wor-
ship. We spent much time sing-
ing and praying up there. All in 
all, it was a wonderful trip, with 
lots of hard work, loving kids and 
wonderful worship and fellow-
ship. I would love to do it again 
 

~Em Fry 
 

 

H aiti was an amazing experience for all of us. We 
mainly worked around the clinic, doing mostly 

painting. Sunday evening we went to the Bouly and 
handed bracelets, frisbees, and balls out to the children. 
We helped around the compound too by helping do the 
dishes and some gardening. 
 I really enjoyed Haiti. I got to see and reconnect with 
old friends and make new ones. The lake was a life saver 
from the heat. And playing with the children was a blast. 
I also want to thank Rudy and Chris Yoder and their 
family for being such good friends with our youth and 
making us feel at home. 

~Jodi Miller 
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A s I sit here thinking about mission work and the 

acute shortage of workers many of us are fac-

ing, I have to wonder where are the willing kingdom 

workers?  It seems that we as Anabaptist churches 

have somehow lost the vision for missions.   

 Gone are the days when people actively looked 

for VS projects to help with.  Week trips to disaster 

response projects, over-seas mission trips, and maybe 

even volunteering to help our local congregations are 

suffering a severe shortage of people willing to work 

in the Lord’s kingdom.   

 Blessed with an analytical mind, I’m inclined to 

spend time trying to understand possible reasons be-

hind a shift in the focus of our churches.  First I have 

to think that for some reason out-reach/mission in-

volvement is not a subject that is taught and promot-

ed regularly in church.  Out-reach is clearly a princi-

ple of Scripture that the Lord expects of His children.  

He gives us implicit direction just before leaving 

earth, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations…”.  We 

can’t say that it’s an unclear subject in Scripture.  

Christ in His words and actions while here on earth 

demonstrated service to others.  Everything He did 

while here was in service to those around Him.  

Nothing was done for his comfort, benefit, or praise. 

 While looking for people willing to serve the re-

ply I’m often given is, “I’d like to but now is not a 

good time.”  The reasons for that statement are varied 

but usually involve some financial obligation or fam-

ily opposition.   

 I believe we as Anabaptist people are much more 

controlled by the affluence we enjoy here than we are 

willing to admit.  We have had it too nice for too 

long.  The thought of sacrificing material comforts to 

volunteer or even rearranging our schedules is not 

something we want to do.  Somehow we’ve allowed 

society around us to warp our thinking to match that 

of the world’s.  If there isn’t something in it for us 

we aren’t interested.  We also bought into the 

“instant enjoyment” ideology.  We want to experi-

ence comforts now not later.  Therefore we willingly 

take on large amounts of debt to enjoy things now.  

The burden of debt has prevented many from being 

able to even think about leaving for Kingdom work. 

 Is it possible that we have turned into selfish, af-

fluent people who won’t hear the Lord calling His 

children to go serve those who don’t know Him yet?  

Have we closed our ears to the cries of those around 

who want the answer to their problems?  I pray not.   

 We need to wake-up!  We need the Lord to open 

our eyes to the needs around us.  We need Him to 

give us His vision for kingdom work.  We need to 

yield our wants, plans, and schedules to Him.  We 

need to get busy in kingdom work! 

 May we all evaluate our own lives in light of His 

word.  If we’ve become selfish and apathetic may 

God’s Spirit motivate us to change.  If we’ve been 

diligent in His kingdom be encouraged to continue 

serving Him with our strength. 

 Thankfully the situation isn’t hopeless.  There are 

faithful children of His that are boldly leading the 

way and leaving an example to follow. 

~Durwin 

Where Are The Laborers? 
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Thank you to Hannah for  
teaching our children’s 
home children the past 
year.  Your energy and 
love for children was a 
blessing.  God bless as 
you serve Him in Virgin-
ia. Miss Hannah Miller 

...Go ye therefore! 

...the situation isn’t hopeless! 
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Y outh Seminar 2019 was an 

intense week, but we loved 

connecting with so many young 

people and seeing their sincere de-

sire to experience more of God. 

They asked thoughtful questions 

and we so appreciated their heart 

(desire) to change, but it’s not easy 

for them. Pray for them that the 

seeds that were planted would bear 

much fruit and that God would 

give us direction on how to sup-

port their spiritual growth as they 

go back to their homes and church-

es. There were almost 200 young 

people from 20 different churches 

that attended the seminar this year.  

W e also enjoyed interact-

ing with the speakers at 

the seminar. Pastor Paul 

preached on “Youth facing the 

depravity of the world”. This is 

the first year he taught at the 

youth seminar, and he really 

connected with the young peo-

ple. Emmanuel Cadet did the 

“Moral Purity” session with the 

guys and his wife did two ses-

sion with the girl’s. Merzantan 

Desirè (Sujet) has spoken at 

each of the youth seminars that 

we’ve had here. He has a way of 

holding the attention of the stu-

dents even after a long hot day 

when everyone is ready to go 

home. He spoke on the 

“Assurance of Salvation” this year. Jule Carlot spoke on “Confession of Sin” along with Simeon Shankster who 

came for one day. It was a great week made possible by a great staff of helpers and cooks along with our youth 

who stayed late to clean every day. 

2019 Youth Seminar 

Thanks to Wismith Joseph and the Siloe church for planning the 
seminar.  Thanks to Rebecca Joseph for the pics and write-up.  
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2019 Youth Seminar cont. 



 

 2019 Youth Seminar cont. 
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2019 Youth Seminar cont.  
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St. Joe, IN 

  Material Needs: 

 Funds for general operating expense. 

 Funds for clinic operation. 

 

 

Staffing Needs: 

 General administrator—Immediate 

 Medical Administrator—Immediate 

 House parents—Immediate 

 Clinic workers—Immediate 

 Maintenance worker—Immediate 

 School teacher—Immediate 

 Children’s Home House Parents 

 Dominican Republic church workers—-2020 

Mission needs 

Any specified donations received over the present need will be used for a similar cause. All donations are tax deductible. 

International Faith Missions 
5553 County Road 79A 
Saint Joe, IN 46785 
Return Service Requested 


