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A Word from the Director
Greetings friends,
We find ourselves at the end of another year. Thanksgiving reminds us to be grateful for the multitude of
blessings we enjoy from the Lord. So often I find myself taking them for granted and beginning to think that I
deserve the favor of God. A quick remembrance of scripture soon causes me to identify with many men of the
Bible who, when confronted with the holiness and goodness of God, discovered their own un-doneness.
Christmas is the celebration of the birth of our Lord. His birth was not the beginning of God developing a
plan of redemption but the beginning of the fulfillment of a plan that God had from the beginning. It is comforting to know that nothing, not even the fall of mankind, takes our God by surprise. He knows what is ahead
and we can rest in the fact that He will have a plan already in place to use whatever we face to our benefit.
The past year at IFM has been one of changes, blessings, difficult times, as well as, wonderful times of rejoicing. Our staff has changed significantly as people return home and new staff arrive. It is a blessing to see
people willing to follow God’s call on their lives. As you look through this newsletter you will find current
pictures of our personnel . I personally want to express my appreciation to each of them for their hard work
and sacrifice. Without them on the field little could be accomplished. I had the privilege of visiting the field
for three weeks. During that time I was able to observe first hand what the staff experience and the sacrifices
they make. I grew to appreciate the unique aspect each contributes to the work of the mission.
I would also like to thank you, our supporters. Whether you donated goods, money, time, or most importantly, spent time praying for IFM, you have been a blessing. Thank you for allowing God to use you. I
am humbled to see God prompting His people to bless the work of IFM.
I covet your prayers as I give direction to IFM. It is my desire to see God’s work accomplished for His
glory and the benefit of the people we serve. Giving direction to God’s work is a very sobering responsibility.
As we step into 2015, may we firmly take the hand of the Lord and follow His leading. He has a plan and
purpose for each one of us. May we be willing to follow that plan and be faithful in the purpose before us!
Blessings,
Durwin Miller

Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year!!

Water Experiences/Staff
Water Experiences
I spent 1 month in Fond Parisien,Haiti through SMBI. I enjoyed it very much, even
while it was an amazing growing experience! I saw things I had never seen working at
the pharmacy there. Things that make us very thankful for the lives we live. I also
helped around the children's home. That was a highlight, the kids are so fun! My favorite part was towards the end of my time, recognizing people as I walked down to the
market, learning the language and building relationships with the people. It was a very
good, eye opening experience for me. One I will always remember!
~Danielle Chupp

This summer I went to the D.R. for the month of July. Some highlights for me were
spending time with the young girls at church, living in the home of a Dominican family for two weeks, visiting
with the Dominicans, playing with the children, taking walks around the town, going to market, and helping with
Bible School. The people, especially the ones from church, were very welcoming and friendly. The language barrier was challenging to me at times, but by the end I had learned some phrases and words, which was fun. It was
my first time out of the country, except for Canada, so it was a totally new culture and life than I was used to. But
I really enjoyed it. There were times I was out of my comfort zone and felt totally stretched, but God was faithful
and taught me so much while I was in the D.R. Something that was new
to me was the no schedule and no organization lifestyle. At first it felt
kind of crazy, but by the end I was enjoying it. The experience helped
me look at my life and see the need to be less time conscience and not to
worry so much at keeping such a strict time schedule. The Dominicans
also took time for each other and went visiting a lot and I want to purpose to do that more too. People are so much more important than our
things. I thank God for letting it work out for me to go to the D.R. this
summer. It was a really great experience and life changing for me!
A special thanks to Tom and Laurie and Kiko and Viki!
~Emily Keeney
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From a Mother’s Heart
Just a Mom
Before we moved to Haiti, my blithe reply to people’s inquiries of what I would be doing there was, “Oh, I’ll
be just a mom like I am here.” And even though, after nearly a year in Haiti, I am still “just a mom,” I have
come to realize what a privilege, what a high calling, what a sacred duty I have been entrusted with.
Because I am “just a mom”, my eyes look for and see the physical things that moms see. I see children with
dirty faces that need to be washed, torn clothing that needs to be mended, and skinned knees that need a bandage. But deeper than that, my mother heart sees the child who needs a firm word of discipline, the child who
needs a gentle caress on the head, the child looking for someone they can trust, the child who cried himself to
sleep when no one seemed to care, the girl who said, “I don’t have a mama, you know, and I was wondering if
you could help me.”
I see the young ladies doing all they can to find acceptance and value by what they put on, what they talk
about, and how they act around the boys. I see the young men striving for the conquest of the world by attempting to be the best soccer player, have the newest phone, know the most young ladies and drive the nicest moto,
all at the same time. I see them sitting, waiting for someone to come, to talk to them, to warn them, to tease
them. I see the vacuum in their hearts, greedily sucking up every small semblance of love they come upon, even
the shards of fleshly love that will ultimately damage and destroy their tender consciences, leaving tough scars
instead.
I see all these things and then I realize what I don’t see.
I don’t see mama’s checking up on their children, I don’t see families going to church together, I don’t see
two parents and their children in one house at the same time. I don’t see strong, straight family trees. It’s hard to
discern which child belongs to which young lady in the group. I don’t hear moms asking “Where are you? It’s
late!” I don’t see many mamas reflecting on cause and effect in their own lives, much less in the lives of their
children. I don’t see hope in their eyes for anything beyond today.
With all this before my eyes, my soul is stirred, my passion for purity aroused, my gratitude for godly mentors
increased, and my willingness to mend encouraged. The everyday tasks of motherhood are still there, the dirty
dishes and the un-mopped floors, but they seem to fade in the light of the value I see in what it really means to
be “just a mom.”
Motherhood is powerful and our love is spelled in countless ways. Time. Questions. Clean clothes. Regular meals. A clear conscience. Gentle words. Tender touch. Listening ears. The rod of correction coupled with
the Word of God. Consistency. Respect for authority.
For most of us, this is just what we do. This is what we call being “just a mom,” but until we are faced with the
mirror opposite, we undermine the value of what it really means. I want to awaken your awareness of that value.
I want to encourage you, my fellow mothers, to embrace your calling. Study motherhood in the Bible and the
lives of older godly women. Choose to stay at home today to cook a nutritious meal and then do all that huge
pile of dishes by hand. Carefully fold each piece of laundry that you just washed, whispering prayers for clean
hands and hearts for the little ones who will put them on. Tell your children you love them, every day, at random
times, for no reason. Ask your teen where he is going, who is going to be there, what they are going to do and
how much money it’s going to cost him – because you care. Read the same story again for the thirteenth time.
Love and honor your husband, kiss him in the presence of all the family. These are things that say “I love you.”
These are things of great worth.
So while I do have a few other responsibilities here at the mission, ultimately and most fulfilling, I am just a wife
and mom. But oh what a high calling that is!
- Marylis Garber

There is an instinct in a woman to love most her own child —
and an instinct to make any child who needs her love, her own.
~Robert Brault
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Farewell to Staff

We want to express our appreciation to Matt and Alicia
Newcomer. They have given the last four and half years to
the children at our children’s home. Their careful direction
of the children’s home has been a great blessing to us.
We miss them greatly. Their friendly hospitality has
made the children’s home a fun place to be and visit.
God bless as you continue to serve Him!

Rachel Widowski returned home earlier this fall. She is missed at
the Children’s Home by all. We are grateful for the time she’s invested in the lives of the children. Thank you Rachel for giving
your time and energy loving the children at the Children’s Home.
May God bless you as you walk with Him!

Thank you to Dawnita Hostetler for faithfully serving as secretary
in our US office. Your loyalty and dedication to IFM was a blessing.
We will miss your cheerful spirit in the office as you completed the
tasks each day presented. Thank you also for your time spent in
training the new secretary as she takes over the office.
Our prayer is that as you continue on in your journey of life that
you can be a blessing where ever you go and to whomever you meet,
always spreading a word of cheer!
Blessings as you continue to follow God’s leading!

We would like to say a BIG thank you to Carlos as he
leaves the mission. He will be greatly missed. His smile,
humor, willing heart, etc. was a real blessing to many people
as he worked hard and diligently in the office. While your
time with us seemed so short, we know that the effects you
made to the mission will be long lasting.
May God Richly Bless you as you walk the path He has
laid out for you to travel.
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— WAYS YOU CAN HELP —
Dominican Republic

Aid for Orphans
I am donating $__________ to
aid orphans not in
the IFM Children’s
Home.

General
I would like to contribute
$________ to be used
where needed most.

Children’s Home
I wish to give for the operating
expenses of the Children’s
Home
$__________monthly
$___________onetime donation

School Sponsorship
I wish to sponsor #___ children at
$15 per month/$180 per year.
I am enclosing $_______ as my
initial payment and understand
that I will receive a picture and
more information.

Clinic
I would like to help provide quality medical care in Haiti.
$_______ operating expenses
$_______ where most needed

This $________ is to
help bring Christ to the
Dominican Republic.

Medical Relief
I would like to help
those who cannot
afford the medical care
they need.
$_______monthly
$_______one-time gift

Solar Power System
I would like $
be used to help
provide the
mission with
solar power.

to

Any sponsored donations received over the
present need will be used for a similar cause.
All donations are tax deductible.

