
Jesus’ few years of ministry revolved around 
12 ordinary men. They sat at his feet; they ate, slept 
and lived with Jesus for a few short years. They were 
His Disciples. Most of what we know of Jesus was 
penned by their hands; they became His voice to the 
world. And we today as His followers are his disciples.  
A disciple is “A learner; a scholar; one who receives or 
professes to receive instruction from another (Jesus).” 
–Webster’s 

The country of Haiti overall is very dry. 
Though at times it can rain for 
three or even five days straight, 
the winter months often roll 
past with less than a half inch of 
rain. The planting seasons are 
dependent upon when the rain 
begins and ends. And a farmer’s 
crop can flourish or wither due 
to one rain shower, or the lack 
thereof. Wells are far and few 
between in comparison to our North American com-
munities, and in the mountains they are almost non-
existent. Thus the main source of water is rain cap-
tured in cisterns. During the tropical downpours the 
cisterns overflow only to again be dry by the time the 
rains begin again in the spring. 

In the world of Jesus, both of these ideas 
were not foreign. Jesus too would have sat at the feet 
of a teacher, to be a disciple. It was there that He 
committed to memory the many scriptures and laws 
that He flawlessly quoted and there that His lyrical 
form of teaching was formed and learned. And even 

cisterns were a 
way of life. The 
Jewish teachers 
and philosophers 
of His time com-
pared the ideal 
disciple to a cis-
tern which does 
not lose a drop 
and of one who 

 
 
 

February 2013 

International Faith Missions 
333 South Market Street 

Shreve, Ohio 44676 

(330) 439 - 6468 

ifm-hdr@juno.com 
www.ifmhaiti.org 

www.internationalfaithmissions.blogspot.com 

M
in

is
t

r
y

 i
n

 t
h

e
 m

o
u

n
t
a

in
s

 

forgot something he had learned, it was said that he was like 
one who had forfeited his life (Avot 3.10). The hearts and minds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
        of many leaders in this dry land are  
        cisterns waiting to be filled, filled with  

          that cool water, the water of Life. Not  
           that they could be the disciples of   
          another man, denomination or cate-  
          chism. But that they could be disciples of 
          a living Master taught through His living 
          Word to empower them to in turn     
minister the gospel to others. 

We had the privilege to minister the Word to some of 
these leaders this past Dec. We held two four-day seminars in 
Peyi-Pouri, a remote mountain area to the south of Fond Paris-
ien. Of the 179 combined attendance, 34% could not read or 
write. Of the 37 churches within the area, 26 were in attend-
ance.  

Each day of the seminars started off with morning wor-
ship and a sermon by Mike Martin out of Mathew 5-7. This was 
followed by a coffee break and then the leaders were divided 
for the main seminar sessions. Because of the high number of 
leaders that cannot read, we divided them into two groups. The 
two main sessions were held simultaneously for the two groups 
and then reversed after lunch at noon. In this way both sessions 
were taught both to the literate and illiterate at a level they 
could understand. Our two main sessions were “Basic Christian 
Theology” by Andrew Eversole and “Effective Christian Leader-
ship” by Ric Gullman. After a short break in the afternoon the 
day was wrapped up with Emanuel Schrock’s sermons on salva-
tion and justification.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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 Bonjou from IFM’s childrens’ home!!! As I write 
this, I’m sitting on our new second story porch, enjoy-
ing the beautiful view of the lake and the mountains. 
It’s my favorite place to sit and relax.  
 
Matt and I’s apartment is slowly getting finished. We 
sleep upstairs now, but haven’t actually “moved” up. 
We still have to finish the plumbing, put a gas line in 
for a stove, put doors in, and build a stairway. It’s 
been hard for Matt to have time to do all his “normal” 
work besides working on the house. I am excitedly 
waiting for the day when Matt and I can have our own 
house! It has been a challenge for me to wait patient-
ly, to trust that God is in control, and to find joy in 
every stage of life. We hope to continue to work on 
finishing the rest of the bedrooms upstairs too be-
cause of the number of kids that need help. 
 
We have a new addition to our family here! She came 
to us in December at 9 months old. Her name is Love-
nie. Her mother was very sick and eventually died, 
leaving 4 little girls, 7 years old and under, to the hus-
band. He was having a hard time finding someone to 
watch his girls and his baby while he looked for work 
to pay off his large debt of funeral expenses. Eventual-
ly he made the decision to give Lovenie to us. Matt 
has also hired her father to help him get back on his 
feet, doing jobs around our compound and neighbor-
hood. We have enjoyed helping this poor sweet man 
who loves his daughters very much. Lovenie is a fun 
little girl...she loves to be cuddled and held! =) She 
also loves to have undivided attention. Trying to read 
a book while rocking her does not suit her! She 
doesn’t like for mommy to hold 2 babies...it’s much 
better when she is the only one on the lap! She also 
loves to be silly...giving huge cheesy smiles. 
 
The rest of the children here are doing well, growing 
and learning more all the time! Wilson has an adop-
tive family in the States waiting for him. Mich has a 
serious bone disease that causes his bones to become 
weaker and weaker, so we are working on a medical 
visa for him to go to the States as well. Please join us 
in prayer for these two little boys that the paperwork 
would be completed as soon as possible! 
        -Alicia Newcomer 

 Children’s Home Update 

Children’s Home 
porch 

Josiah, Eddie, 
Wilson & Nic 

Veronika, Edlyns, & 
Mich 

Lovenie 

Kenslie, Dadou, & Jayla 



Page 3 

 Many, O Lord my God, are Thy wonderful works which Thou hast done, and Thy thoughts 
which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto Thee: if I would declare and speak 
of them, they are more than can be numbered. (Psalm 40:5).  
  Truly this is our God! He has done so much for us personally, and as we reflect back over 
the 30 plus years of history of IFM, we confess God to have done so much. But He is not finished! 
We are facing the fact that due to the rapid rising of the lake we may need to leave the mission 
compound within a year from now. We know God has plans. We are waiting for Him to reveal His 
will to us. Is it to relocate to another area and start over? Or just move to higher ground across 
the road? Or perhaps to spread out and begin ministering to people in a number of different plac-
es? Our hospital and clinic area, as well as the Children’s Home, are on much higher ground, about 
28 feet above the level of the water at this point. These buildings, along with the school and 
church, will be unharmed by the rising water for several years yet. However, we are facing deci-
sions and trusting God will lead us as He so faithfully has done in the past. I am actually very excit-
ed about what He will have for us in the future. One thing we know, and that is that He is already 
there. Please do pray for us as a board and staff as we seek the face of God. 
  Thank-you!    
   -Ivan Miller, Director 

Reflections from the Director 

We are thrilled to have Rachel join 

the IFM team at the Children’s Home. 

Originally from Hancock, Wisconsin, 

and attending Gospel Light Christian 

Fellowship, Rachel was working at an 

assisted living facility prior to leaving 

for Haiti to become Lovenie’s nanny, 

as well as a help with domestic work 

at the home. 

IFM WELCOMES: 

RACHEL WIDOWSKI 

Prayer & Praise 

We praise God for:  

 • two very successful 4-day seminars of leadership training in the 
mountains of Peyi Pouri. Leaders who were hungry for the Truth al-
ready asked when we can do it again!  

 • His faithfulness in providing staff for the field.  

 • the many who have been contributing to the work by praying and 
giving financially.  
 • the fact that we can begin to build a church house for the church 
in Jimani, D.R. God has very quickly provided funds to cover nearly 75% 
of the expected cost of the building. Just recently eight more souls gave 
their lives to Christ and were baptized; among them was a father and 
four of his children. Praise God!  
 

Please join us in praying for:  

 • our continued need for a 12 or 15 passenger van for the Children’s 
Home.  
 • wisdom for the Board to discern God’s will for the future of IFM. 
The lake water continues to rise, meaning we most likely will need to 
make a move within a year.  
 •the leaders in Peyi Pouri that just went through leadership training.  
 • safety for visitors and work teams preparing to go to Haiti & the 
Dominican Republic in the next few months.  



 A Year’s Journey 
 

 What? A year already? It has been quite a journey for us as we 
have pursued the missionary life. As I reflect back on the last year, 
there have been many rewards as well as challenges. We have 
built some relationships that will surely last a lifetime. It is inter-
esting when you lend your life to help others, most often you are 
the one that is most helped. Now that we have experienced the 
life and culture of Haiti, I think we know more what to expect in 
the coming year. 
 One of the rewards of the last year is starting a Bible study 
with a few of the guys that are so thirsty for the Word. It has been 
a growing experience for me as I have tried to prepare a lesson 
when it is still quite challenging for me to communicate. I have 
found that reading the Creole Bible and trying to translate it to 
English has been helpful with increasing my vocabulary. It is inter-
esting to me some of the questions that come up. They ask things 
that I would never have expected. We are going through the book 
of John and they ask things like, “If John was unable to write eve-
rything he saw, what are we missing?”, “What does it take to be 
saved?” and “What is faith?” It has been challenging for me in a 
good way to give an answer of the reason for the hope that is 
within me. We have seen some fruit as we have witnessed a cou-
ple of our friends give their life to the Lord and receive Christian 
baptism. 
 In the coming year we hope to get more involved in the earth-
quake relief housing project. We have tried to visit it every month 
and they have a real interest in more interaction. Please pray for 
us that we can help meet that longing void that they have in their 
lives. 
 Please continue to pray for the people of Haiti. There are 
many hurting and lost people here that need to find their rest in 
Jesus. Pray for those that are working with them. Pray that the 
Spirit of God will give wisdom and direction that can only come 
from Him.  
 He is able. –Aaron Lavy 
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Hearing from the Lavys’ Heart 

 

    The Cry of My Heart 

 

 One of my biggest struggles in the culture here has 

been learning about the lack of purity here. We in 

America come from a very ungodly, impure culture. 

The difference is that we as Christians have teaching in 

the home and church about purity. We know why and 

what the Bible says about it. (Even though some reject 

it). But we have been shown the path. Here, most girls 

are not taught the heart issues of purity. They have a 

desire to be accepted and loved the same as every 

other girl, and so they seek to pursue it. My heart cries 

out with sadness as I observe and hear about the ways 

they choose to find love. It is everywhere here.  

 So I ask of you to join us in prayer in this area. How 

can we help and guide these daughters of the King to 

want to live a pure life in Christ? It is only by the power 

of the Holy Spirit that we can teach and live out the 

example that goes against their culture. Pray for us as 

staff and the leaders here, that God will direct us and 

that we can help them fight against the warfare of this 

immoral culture. Pray that they can learn the true love 

of their Heavenly Father, the One that created them 

and designed them to shine for Him. 

 - Wendy Lavy 

 

1 Timothy 4:12 - Let no man despise thy youth; but be 

thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversa-

tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
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  In January we were privileged to attend the Bible Institute hosted by 
Blue Ridge in Piedra Blanca, D.R. Four youth from our fellowship, along with 
Ellen Schmucker, Kiko’s, and Tom and I, made the seven hour trip to enjoy the 
cool, lush mountain region on the island. Speakers from Costa Rica and Puerto 
Rico, along with the teaching of Paul Washer and Ken Ham gave us good in-
struction on the subjects of public education vs. Christian education, dealing 
with emotions of anger and bitterness, being separated from the world unto 
God in every area of our life, moral purity and faithfulness, and the Christian 

family. This was a 
time invested with 
eternal rewards. 
  We praise 
the Lord for His 
works of grace and 
mercy in our midst as He draws us to Himself to find all that our needy 
souls desire and then some. We have recently had eight souls confess 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and have given the answer of a 
good conscience towards God in baptism. Prayer and encouragement 
are needed as the Body of Christ grows and ministers to others. The 
battle is hot and real; the enemy is a defeated foe by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

  We plan to begin the construction of our own meeting house sometime this month, with hopes to complete the project as 
funds are available. This is a real encouragement to Kiko and Viki and the fellowship here. We praise God for the open hearts and 
hands making this possible. Blessing to each one for giving so willingly. 
  Wednesday evenings is our Ladies’ Bible study , and Viki is currently using “The Christian Family” by John Coblentz for 
teaching. The 6-12 ladies enjoy coming into our homes, sharing in a time of singing and prayer for the needs of each other. Lord, 
help us all to know the Truth that can set us free and Your power to transform our lives to glorify You and bring blessings to others. 
  Girls’ Class is Thursday evenings at the church with an average of 25 attending, ages 6-16. I am using “A Month with the 
Wise” by Pablo Yoder, a study on wisdom. Each week we memorize a verse or two and do a worksheet; the younger girls answer 
orally and then copy the verse. Viki is teaching us how to sing Psalms 19:7-11. The last Thursday of every other month is also a  
fiesta for birthdays which creates a lively time!  
  Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to each one who chooses to support God’s work in this place, both in prayers and 
financially. A servant of the King of Kings, Laurie Mohler  

 

Jimani Report 

Continued from Front Page: 

In preparation for the main sessions, outlines and notes where translated into over 50 
pages of literature that were given to each attendee for reference in their personal library. 
Despite the fact that many of them could not read, their attentiveness was at times phenome-
nal. In the second seminar, an illiterate leader brought his 12 year old son along to take notes 
for him so that later he could read them back to him.  

The extent of the effect of these teachings can never be measured, but as quoted 
earlier on the mission’s blog, (internationalfaithmissions.blogspot.com) here are three of the 
responses we received from the leaders: 

“A lot of this teaching challenges even the way we think.” – Exantus Pierre 
“Our churches are dying a spiritual death due to our lack of understanding.”  
     – Pastor Drvilmè Narilus 
“This seminar has helped us as leaders see how we need to work together.”  
  – Chirlton Celestin 
I cannot even begin to express the blessings of both giving and receiving while coordi-

nating these seminars, but I do ask for your continued prayers and support as we seek to pour 

Living Water into the dry cisterns of men’s hearts.    ~Shea Alexander 



Aid for Orphans    
 

I am donating 
$__________   to aid 

orphans not in the 
IFM Children’s 

Home. 

Children’s 

Home 
 

 I wish to give for the 
operating expenses of 
the Children’s Home  

$__________monthly 
$___________one-time donation 

Disaster Relief 
 

Please use the enclosed 
$_________ to help relieve the 
suffering in Haiti following the 

earthquake of 2010. 

 

School Sponsorship 
 

I wish to sponsor #___ children at         
$15 per month/$180 per year.                    
I am enclosing $_______ as my          
initial payment and understand 
that I will receive a picture and 

more  information. 

D.R. Church 
 

 

  This $________ is to 
help build a new 

church building in the 
Dominican Republic. 

Medical Relief     
   

I would like to help 
those who cannot 
afford  the medical 

care they need. 
$_______monthly         
$_______one-time gift 

Food Pantry    
 

I wish to help stock 
the church’s relief 

supply for the poor 
within the church. 

$____monthly 
$____one-time 

— WAYS YOU CAN HELP — 

General   
 

I would like to contribute 
$________ to be used  
where needed most. 
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    Hospital                                                                                                  
      I would like to help provide quality medical care in Haiti.                                                             

     $______ construction        $_______ operating expenses  
                   $______ where most needed  $_______ cholera treatment 

Any sponsored donations received over the 
present need will be used for a similar 

cause. All donations are tax deductible. 

International Faith Missions 

Board of Directors: 

Ivan Miller, Mervin Sommers, Bill Jones 

 

Board of Advisors: 

Alvin Bontrager, Joe Schlabach,  

Durwin Miller, Andrew Eversole 

 

Superstorm Sandy Relief 
 

  Please use the enclosed $________ for: 
 ____ “Reforestation and Erosion Control” to  
           help aid victims of superstorm Sandy.  
 ____ where most needed. 
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