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Life as a Nanny! 
 

   

 As a young child, I remember reading and hearing about great missionary stories and how God had 

worked in and through many different people and I remember thinking, "I want to do that for God. I want to 

follow God into places that I have never been before. I want to give God 100% and hold nothing back, no 

matter what." 

Fast forward a couple years and here I am, in a place totally strange and foreign. Months before I arrived, I 

carefully planned and prepared for my life here, but nothing could have totally prepared me for the reality 

of the life I was called to live here in Haiti. Feelings of immense excitement of following God's leading 

were tangled up with feelings of fear and intimidation.  

I immediately fell in love with the children's usually smiling faces and the more I settled in, the more I 

loved it. However, it was not all cupcakes and sunshine. It was definitely a massive adjustment, and every-

thing was totally new and different. The first time I tried my hand at baking, which, by the way, is not as 

easy here as it is stateside, my cookies looked almost too bad to feed our old, very obnoxious, tom cat. 

When Mommy Drea took me along to the market the first time, I honestly had no idea if I could ever do it 

without totally getting ripped off.  Creole classes could be likened to going to the dentist twice every single 

week. They always seem to be overwhelming, and sadly, I still don't know Creole well. Sleeping in Satur-

day mornings meant 7:00 AM, if you were lucky. Sleeping past 8:00 AM has become a foreign dream only 

to be imagined.   

As I settled in more and more, I slowly begin enjoying the things that once annoyed me, or kind of anyway. 

Waking up when the sun rose didn't seem so bad after all. An overflowing laundry basket and a counter 

piled with dirty dishes became less of a mountain and more of an ant hill. Smelly diapers and stains are re-

ally not as bad as they seem.  Baked goods started turning out a whole lot better.  Trips to the market be-

came easier and less stressful, and actually very enjoyable. And believe it or not, living without some of 

your favorite foods and snacks is actually quite possible.  

The things that have made the path so much brighter are not so much the big things as the little things. A 

sweet note of encouragement, a handful of freshly picked flowers, a random hug from a sweet child, and 

other little, touching moments are just several of the things that have made 

my days so much brighter.  

Keep praying for me as I continue to settle in and attempt to learn more of 

the language and culture. I'm so thankful that God has called me to this 

place, and my prayer is that He would keep working in my life, that I 

would hold nothing back from Him, and serve Him with 100% here and 

where ever He'll  lead me in the future.  

               -Danita Hostetler 
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  Praise & Prayer/Staff Needs 

Prayer   

…   that God’s Spirit would continue to move in and through the hearts and minds of the Haitian  
 People. 
…   that God would send rain to help with the drought complications taking place in the  
 mountains. 
…   for continued safety for those travelling to and from the field.  This includes both staff &  
 visitors. 
…   for the new staff on the field learning to adjust to the culture and working with people  
 relations. 
…  for new staff to replace those returning home. 

Praise   

…  For His faithful protection granted in spite of many dangerous surroundings. 
…  For His faithfulness in providing willing workers for the field. 
… For God’s grace and mercy bestowed on His people daily. 
… For the work He is doing through the hearts and minds of the Haitians. 

Needs 
These needs are immediate.  If the Lord is calling you or you know of someone who  

might be interested please let us know. 
 

…  General administrator—Couple or family with administrative abilities and a  
  willingness to serve  people.   
 
… Pharmacy worker—Single  to work in our clinic pharmacy.  Attention to details and 
  medical interest necessary.  We will provide necessary training. 
 
…  Secretary (stateside) — Single individual to work in our home office.  Bookkeeping 
  & Computer skills, etc. are needed.  This position is either volunteer or paid. 
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 The Will of God... 

   “ The will of God will never take you , where the grace of God will not protect you “  Perhaps you 

have seen or heard this many times before but every time I see this quote my thoughts go back to those 

days when I was getting ready to leave the warm and comfortable protection of home, family and 

friends to go to Haiti for a year or more. And even though I was extremely excited part of me wondered 

if I would be able to do it. I was sure God was leading me to go but this step in the unknown seemed 

very scary. 

    A new culture, language, people, different ways to do things, etc. is what I found when I got to Haiti. 

Lots of exciting things like learning the Haitian Kreyol, making new friends and just the fact of getting to 

explore a new country were part of this change. 

    Serving in Haiti has made a very positive impact in my life but it wasn’t always exciting. Culture 

shock, homesickness and several other feelings came on the way. Being away from your home country 

and trying to integrate in a different culture and language is not always fun. And even though at the be-

ginning it was kind of enjoyable to laugh with the Haitians when I made mistakes with my Kreyol after a 

while it became to be discouraging and made me wonder if I will ever learn it. But through all this I 

have seen the grace of God providing wisdom.   

   I will try to talk a little bit of what I do here in Haiti. My roll in IFM is to do the maintenance. So I 

normally go around keeping an eye on the generators, and vehicles, trying to fix whatever is not working 

right and such. Often I have to go out to the hardware store, tire shop, and several other places in town. 

It’s something that I enjoy a lot since it gives me the opportunity to interact with the natives. I also help 

in the clinic with whatever needs to be done there, or in pharmacy whenever they need help. This varie-

ty of jobs are the ones that normally keep me busy.  

    And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.   Gala-

tians 6. 9 This verse helped me in times when I felt tired. Times when I thought that I was giving too 

much and not receiving enough. It was a blessing to remember that my life was committed to the one 

that never gave up to save me. The one that suffered until He gave his last drop of blood to give me life. 

Why can’t I give my life to serve for his cause?   “ Freely, freely, you have received, freely, freely give. 

Go in my name and because you believe, others will know that I live”  These words from this song of-

ten come to my mind reminding me of the great opportunity that God is giving me to work in his king-

dom. 

    Here I also want to encourage and say thank you to all the staff members that I have been working 

with through this past year. You all have been a blessing and through your lives God has provided a 

home for me in Haiti. And for the actual staff I want to say that even though is not always easy, let’s 

keep together so the work of the Lord in Fond Parisien, Haiti will be done through us working as a 

team. 

    I just want to finish with an encouragement for everybody. Having a willing heart to serve the Lord 

and go wherever He leads you is an adventure and is worth it. Remember, no matter if He is calling you 

to serve far away in a very dangerous country or maybe He is calling you to serve in your home country, 

perhaps in your neighborhood, but the better and safest place to be is where the Lord wants you to be. 

                         - Kevin Rojas 

“Only a life lived for others is a life worth living….” 

~Albert Einstein 
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 Pastor’s Seminar 2015 

  
Praise God we were again able to have the seminar in the mountains for church leaders. This makes the 

fourth year and it is amazing to see God at work. We do two seminars four days each.  We had the first one in 

Robia, Pays Pourri, which is ten miles south of the mission, at an elevation of 5,200 feet.  The road is steep, 

washed out,  and four wheel drive only. We had 149 pastors, deacons, and Sunday school teachers from 36 differ-

ent churches. Some of the people came a 4 hour hike and then stayed at the church overnight.  

 From 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, we listened to well prepared lectures, asked questions, and discussed relevant 

church problems, stopping only for one quick meal and a few bathroom breaks. Pastor Duneant Cadet spoke on 

“The Life of a Leader”. He looked at the biblical qualifications for a leader and then at a leader’s home life. The 

Scripture is very clear about what a church leader’s life and home should look like. Pastor Cadet’s wife had les-

sons with the women on “The life of a Leader’s Wife”.  Pastor Cadet and his wife have a  wonderful testimony. 

When they were getting ready to get married, they studied the Scripture to see what God says about marriage and 

they have followed God’s direction in building a Christian home. 

 Brother Rene Clugston spoke on “Leaders for the Glory of God”. He looked at what church is, what the church 

leaders’ goals are, the different roles of church leadership, leading as a servant, and leading so that the members 

follow. Brother Rene is the pastor of SLM Ministries church in Santo, and has many years missionary experience 

in Haiti. 

 Pastor Merzantan (Sije) really emphasized change and repentance. If you are not called by God to be a Leader 

or your life shows that you don’t meet the qualifications for a leader, sit down and let someone else lead the 

church. We are wasting time if we just come to the seminars every year and get a certificate if we don’t allow God 

to change our lives.  Unfortunately there are church leaders that are living in adultery and other serious sins. We 

are thankful for Pastor Merzantan. The love of God radiates from him even as he is teaching harshly about sin in 

church leaders’ lives. After sharing hard truth, he tells stories that keep everyone relaxed and attentive. Many of 

the church were started by leaders causing division in a church and leaving with many of the members. Many of 

the churches were not started with good foundations. On a side note,  Pastor Merzantan is engaged to Mary Ann 

Yoder. We wish them God’s blessing. 

 The second week of seminars was held on the south side of Pays Pourri about the same distance from the mis-

sion.  We had 106 church leaders from 36 churches. Some of the people were from the same churches as the first 

seminar, so between the two seminars we had 255 church leaders from 63 churches. Some of the participants 

walked 6 hours to come to this seminar. Both Rene and Merzantan taught again, but Pastor Cadet couldn’t come 

so we asked Mathew Morhart to come teach on the family. He did a great job teaching specifically on marriage. A 

good marriage is a man and woman united in soul, spirit, and body. We pray that this teaching will take root, as 

we see the devil attacking the church through the marriages. 

 Please pray that the Spirit would continue to work in the lives of these leaders. Pastor Merzantan gave the invi-

tation, “If you realize you have serious problems and want to repent and correct the sins in the leadership, call us”.  

Please pray that the churches that have serious problems would deal with the sins and not just continue having 

church.  

                           - Michael Martin 
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 The Lord has seen fit to give us another year.  Well, actually He saw fit to give us today.  We’ve no promise of anything past 

this moment.  Life is as brief as a vapor which soon disappears.  The brevity of life should motivate us to evaluate our lives.  Are 

we living according to the commands of God in Scripture?  Are we serving Him wherever and however he has asked?  Those 

questions easily become lost in the business and responsibilities we have in life.   

 

 I would like to thank our staff for their willingness to serve the Lord.   It is by their dedication and hard work that IFM is able 

to function and accomplish the work that we do.  Each of our staff is a blessing by joyfully and willingly fulfilling the responsibil-

ities they been given.  It’s a blessing to have the honor of working with such great people.  Words seem inadequate to express 

appreciation for their service.  May God reward them beyond anything that we are able to.   

 

 You, our supporters are also a great blessing.  Without your prayers and financial support IFM wouldn't be able to function 

either.  I am amazed and humbled to see how God uses His people to accomplish His work.   It is hard to realize what IFM would 

be without your prayers.  Physical and spiritual dangers are everywhere.  I have to believe that it is by your prayers what we are 

spared danger that abounds.  It is wonderful to see your generosity in supporting God’s work.  With the blessing of God’s provi-

sion comes the responsibility to use it as He directs.  We make every effort to use our funds wisely and efficiently.  Again, thank 

you for your generosity and we pray that you may experience God’s blessing. 

 

 By now you’ve read through this newsletter and see that we are looking for more staff.  We have several immediate needs and 

ask that you pray with us that God would prompt people to fill those positions.  If you or someone you know would be interested 

please let us know.   

 

 Our staff needs are as follows: 

*Administrative couple—A couple to serve as general administrator in Haiti.  Responsibilities would be general oversight 

of all IFM projects and programs.  This couple will be housed off of the compound in private housing.  IMMEDIATE 

 

*Pharmacy worker—Single to work in our clinic pharmacy.  We will provide training to this person but interest and or 

experience in the medical field is beneficial.  IMMEDIATE 

 

*US Secretary—Single to work in our Indiana office doing secretarial work as well as QuickBooks bookkeeping.  Atten-

tion to detail and design creativity needed.  IMMEDIATE 

 

*School teacher—Single person to teach in our CLE school for staff and children’s home children.  This need is for the 

16’-17 school year. 

 

*Maintenance—Single guy to do general maintenance and repair work in Haiti beginning summer ’16  

 

 In closing,  Thank you for your many and  various contributions to the work of IFM in the last year and we pray that you 

would continue partnering with us in 2016. 

 

Blessings, 

Durwin Miller 

Director 

Thank you! 



Aid for Orphans    
 

I am donating $__________   to 
aid orphans not in 
the IFM Children’s 

Home. 
  

Children’s Home 
 

 I wish to give for the operating 
expenses of the Children’s 

Home  
$__________monthly 
$___________one-
time donation 

 

School Sponsorship 
 

I wish to sponsor #___ children at         
$15 per month/$180 per year.                    
I am enclosing $_______ as my          
initial payment and understand 
that I will receive a picture and 

more  information. 

Dominican Republic 
 

 

  This $________ is to 
help bring Christ to the 

Dominican Republic. 

Medical Relief     
   

I would like to help 
those who cannot 

afford  the medical care 
they need. 

$_______monthly         
$_______one-time gift 

Solar Power System    
 

I would like  $                      to 
be used to help 
provide the 
mission with 
solar power. 

— WAYS YOU CAN HELP — 

 

General   
 

I would like to contribute 
$________ to be used  
where needed most. 

  

5553 COUNTY ROAD 79A 

SAINT JOE, IN 46785 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org.                                   

U.S. Postage                  

PAID     

Permit Number 240                             

St. Joe, IN     

   Clinic                                                                                                  
      I would like to help provide quality medical care in Haiti.                                                   

$_______ operating expenses 
$_______ where most needed 

Any sponsored donations received over the 
present need will be used for a similar cause. 

All donations are tax deductible. 

  International Faith Missions 

Board of Directors: 

Durwin Miller, Mervin Sommers, Andrew Eversole 

 

Board of Advisors: 

Alvin Bontrager, Joe Schlabach, Shea Alexander, 

Marlin Martin 

 

 

Printed by Little Mountain Printing • Myerstown PA 17067 • Phone: (717) 933-8091 

 


