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Life as a Nanny!

As a young child, I remember reading and hearing about great missionary stories and how God had
worked in and through many different people and I remember thinking, "I want to do that for God. I want to
follow God into places that I have never been before. I want to give God 100% and hold nothing back, no
matter what."

Fast forward a couple years and here I am, in a place totally strange and foreign. Months before I arrived, I
carefully planned and prepared for my life here, but nothing could have totally prepared me for the reality
of the life I was called to live here in Haiti. Feelings of immense excitement of following God's leading
were tangled up with feelings of fear and intimidation.

I immediately fell in love with the children's usually smiling faces and the more I settled in, the more 1
loved it. However, it was not all cupcakes and sunshine. It was definitely a massive adjustment, and every-
thing was totally new and different. The first time I tried my hand at baking, which, by the way, is not as
easy here as it is stateside, my cookies looked almost too bad to feed our old, very obnoxious, tom cat.
When Mommy Drea took me along to the market the first time, I honestly had no idea if I could ever do it
without totally getting ripped off. Creole classes could be likened to going to the dentist twice every single
week. They always seem to be overwhelming, and sadly, I still don't know Creole well. Sleeping in Satur-
day mornings meant 7:00 AM, if you were lucky. Sleeping past 8:00 AM has become a foreign dream only
to be imagined.

As I settled in more and more, I slowly begin enjoying the things that once annoyed me, or kind of anyway.
Waking up when the sun rose didn't seem so bad after all. An overflowing laundry basket and a counter
piled with dirty dishes became less of a mountain and more of an ant hill. Smelly diapers and stains are re-
ally not as bad as they seem. Baked goods started turning out a whole lot better. Trips to the market be-
came easier and less stressful, and actually very enjoyable. And believe it or not, living without some of
your favorite foods and snacks is actually quite possible.

The things that have made the path so much brighter are not so much the big things as the little things. A
sweet note of encouragement, a handful of freshly picked flowers, a random hug from a sweet child, and
other little, touching moments are just several of the things that have made

Wl K cep praying for me as I continue to settle in and attempt to learn more of
the language and culture. I'm so thankful that God has called me to this
place, and my prayer is that He would keep working in my life, that |

| would hold nothing back from Him, and serve Him with 100% here and

g where ever He'll lead me in the future.

-Danita Hostetler
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.. For His faithful protection granted in spite of many dangerous surroundings.
.. For His faithfulness in providing willing workers for the field.

.. For God'’s grace and mercy bestowed on His people daily.

.. For the work He is doing through the hearts and minds of the Haitians.

Prayer

. that God’s Spirit would continue to move in and through the hearts and minds of the Haitian
People.

. that God would send rain to help with the drought complications taking place in the
mountains.

. for continued safety for those travelling to and from the field. This includes both staff &
visitors.

. for the new staff on the field learning to adjust to the culture and working with people
relations.

.. for new staff to replace those returning home.
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THE WILL OF GOD...
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PASTOR’'S SEMINAR 2015

Praise God we were again able to have the seminar in the mountains for church leaders. This makes the
fourth year and it is amazing to see God at work. We do two seminars four days each. We had the first one in
Robia, Pays Pourri, which is ten miles south of the mission, at an elevation of 5,200 feet. The road is steep,
washed out, and four wheel drive only. We had 149 pastors, deacons, and Sunday school teachers from 36 differ-
ent churches. Some of the people came a 4 hour hike and then stayed at the church overnight.

From 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, we listened to well prepared lectures, asked questions, and discussed relevant
church problems, stopping only for one quick meal and a few bathroom breaks. Pastor Duneant Cadet spoke on
“The Life of a Leader”. He looked at the biblical qualifications for a leader and then at a leader’s home life. The
Scripture is very clear about what a church leader’s life and home should look like. Pastor Cadet’s wife had les-
sons with the women on “The life of a Leader’s Wife”. Pastor Cadet and his wife have a wonderful testimony.
When they were getting ready to get married, they studied the Scripture to see what God says about marriage and
they have followed God’s direction in building a Christian home.

Brother Rene Clugston spoke on “Leaders for the Glory of God”. He looked at what church is, what the church
leaders’ goals are, the different roles of church leadership, leading as a servant, and leading so that the members
follow. Brother Rene is the pastor of SLM Ministries church in Santo, and has many years missionary experience
in Haiti.

Pastor Merzantan (Sije) really emphasized change and repentance. If you are not called by God to be a Leader
or your life shows that you don’t meet the qualifications for a leader, sit down and let someone else lead the
church. We are wasting time if we just come to the seminars every year and get a certificate if we don’t allow God
to change our lives. Unfortunately there are church leaders that are living in adultery and other serious sins. We
are thankful for Pastor Merzantan. The love of God radiates from him even as he is teaching harshly about sin in
church leaders’ lives. After sharing hard truth, he tells stories that keep everyone relaxed and attentive. Many of
the church were started by leaders causing division in a church and leaving with many of the members. Many of
the churches were not started with good foundations. On a side note, Pastor Merzantan is engaged to Mary Ann
Yoder. We wish them God’s blessing.

The second week of seminars was held on the south side of Pays Pourri about the same distance from the mis-
sion. We had 106 church leaders from 36 churches. Some of the people were from the same churches as the first
seminar, so between the two seminars we had 255 church leaders from 63 churches. Some of the participants
walked 6 hours to come to this seminar. Both Rene and Merzantan taught again, but Pastor Cadet couldn’t come
so we asked Mathew Morhart to come teach on the family. He did a great job teaching specifically on marriage. A
good marriage is a man and woman united in soul, spirit, and body. We pray that this teaching will take root, as
we see the devil attacking the church through the marriages.

Please pray that the Spirit would continue to work in the lives of these leaders. Pastor Merzantan gave the invi-
tation, “If you realize you have serious problems and want to repent and correct the sins in the leadership, call us”.
Please pray that the churches that have serious problems would deal with the sins and not just continue having
church.

- Michael Martin




THANK YOU!

The Lord has seen fit to give us another year. Well, actually He saw fit to give us today. We’ve no promise of anything past
this moment. Life is as brief as a vapor which soon disappears. The brevity of life should motivate us to evaluate our lives. Are
we living according to the commands of God in Scripture? Are we serving Him wherever and however he has asked? Those

questions easily become lost in the business and responsibilities we have in life.

I would like to thank our staff for their willingness to serve the Lord. It is by their dedication and hard work that IFM is able
to function and accomplish the work that we do. Each of our staff is a blessing by joyfully and willingly fulfilling the responsibil-
ities they been given. It’s a blessing to have the honor of working with such great people. Words seem inadequate to express
appreciation for their service. May God reward them beyond anything that we are able to.

You, our supporters are also a great blessing. Without your prayers and financial support IFM wouldn't be able to function
either. I am amazed and humbled to see how God uses His people to accomplish His work. It is hard to realize what IFM would
be without your prayers. Physical and spiritual dangers are everywhere. I have to believe that it is by your prayers what we are
spared danger that abounds. It is wonderful to see your generosity in supporting God’s work. With the blessing of God’s provi-
sion comes the responsibility to use it as He directs. We make every effort to use our funds wisely and efficiently. Again, thank

you for your generosity and we pray that you may experience God’s blessing.

By now you’ve read through this newsletter and see that we are looking for more staff. We have several immediate needs and
ask that you pray with us that God would prompt people to fill those positions. If you or someone you know would be interested
please let us know.

Our staff needs are as follows:
*Administrative couple—A couple to serve as general administrator in Haiti. Responsibilities would be general oversight
of all IFM projects and programs. This couple will be housed off of the compound in private housing. IMMEDIATE

*Pharmacy worker—Single to work in our clinic pharmacy. We will provide training to this person but interest and or
experience in the medical field is beneficial. IMMEDIATE

*US Secretary—Single to work in our Indiana office doing secretarial work as well as QuickBooks bookkeeping. Atten-
tion to detail and design creativity needed. IMMEDIATE

*School teacher—Single person to teach in our CLE school for staff and children’s home children. This need is for the
16°-17 school year.

*Maintenance—Single guy to do general maintenance and repair work in Haiti beginning summer ’16

In closing, Thank you for your many and various contributions to the work of IFM in the last year and we pray that you
would continue partnering with us in 2016.

Blessings,

Durwin Miller

Director
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A WAYS YOU CAN HELP i

AID FOR ORPHANS DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

This $ is to
GENERAL help bring Christ to the

Dominican Republic.

| am donating $

aid orphans not in

the IFM Children’s
Home.

| would like to contribute
$ to be used
where needed most.

MEDICAL RELIEF
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