


Earthquake Housing Update

Praise God that he provided the funds to build 2 more duplexes for earthquake victims. Madam
Soufiz, the lady that has helped us throughout the duration of the project, said, “You thought God wasn’t
going to provide, but | was praying, and | knew He would provide”.

Madam Soufiz has been a big help since the beginning of the rebuilding project. We had asked the
government for a piece of land to build a village for the earthquake victims, but God closed the door to the
first piece of land that they gave us. Then He led us to Madam Soufiz. Madam Soufiz helped us ask the gov-
ernment for a very nice piece of land by the edge of a big field. The land was actually owned by a big sugar
company who had closed down their sugar mill many decades ago, and the land we were asking for was
the location of a sugar mill. You can still see the rail bed on the one edge of the property.

Madam Soufiz cooked Haitian meals for the teams as we worked on the building. She was very hon-
est, keeping watch over the construction materials and tools for us. She told me, “You may think that what
you all did was little and unimportant, but it really was a big thing. Most of the people living in the village
have been converted. We are praying hard for the ones that are not yet converted.” Madam Soufiz sacrifi-
cially helps manage the village. From organizing clean up and maintenance to settling disputes, she stays
busy.

Please pray for the people in the village that have received these houses. Pray that they would grow in
their walk with Christ. Pray for those that are not saved. Pray for the mission as we continue to work with
Madam Soufiz and the village recipients. Pray for Madam Soufiz and the village committee.

~Michael Martin, Projects Manager
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Ya'll, Caitlyn calls Virginia home and has taken the position of house keeper in the
mission house. Everyday she cleans, cooks and launders with such enthusiasm that
it brings this verse to mind: "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and
not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inher-

itance for ye serve the Lord Christ".

She has a way of making the mission house a warm and cheerful place to be with
many thoughtful touches. She is quickly picking up the language and making many
friendships, being a wonderful example of a godly young woman. Caitlyn is also a
willing servant when needed at the pharmacy or children's home, bringing joy, en-

ergy and smoothies wherever she goes.

A very special thank you to Austin Martin, Ellen
Schmucker, Julia Bauman, Michelle Driedger &
Sheila Driedger for their years of service at IFM in
Haiti! We are so grateful for all they did & for all
the lives they touched in the time each one spent
there. God’s blessings to each of you as you contin-

ue to serve Him in your communities.
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Staff Update

Carlos has joined our team as field secretary here in Haiti after
growing up in the Dominican Republic, Arizona and Wisconsin.
He spends most mornings in the office entering data, dispensing
money, organizing information and fixing technological difficul-
ties. The afternoons find him investing in lives of friends or work-
ing on learning Creole with an occasional siesta or iced coffee in
the schedule too.

We are all blessed and encouraged by his cheerful attitude, love
for God and His word and heart for the Haitian people. What we
love most about Carlos is how he serenades us in three lan-
guages early each morning as he enjoys his cold shower.

We have an urgent need
for a mechanic in Haiti
as soon as possible! If

interested, please contact
our home office at 330-
439-6468 or by email at
ifm-hdr@juno.com.




A Letter from the Founder

Greetings of Blessings to all,

It has been a blessing to work in Haiti and the Dominican Republic for many years and for the Lord
to one by one make a difference in the lives of people. We have been blessed to see people getting
saved and serving the Lord, some of them going on to their eternal reward!

It has been a blessing to educate childfen and.see-them grow up to become Pillars of Faith and lead-
ers in the church and the community. Some adults have also learned to read and can now study their
own Bible. Many lives have been saved through the cholera and earthquake hospitalssthat were provid-
ed for them. The medical center has also made a big difference in the lives and health of over 80,000
registered patients. Out children's home and re-nourishment center continues to minister to-the eight
resident children and those that come for one to two months for re-nourishment. This program seeks to
help the child to regain strength and health while at the same time teaching the parents how to properly
care for their child. We endeavor to follow up to verify the child's continued progress.

All-of this would not be-possible without dedicated staff and
the financial support of the Haiti Benefit Auctions, business-
es, and individuals. We have been so blessed by each one,
and again want to say Thank-you! May the Lord continue to
bless you! Only eternity will reveal the difference you have
made.

Some of our readers may recall little five year old Michelet
Dort who has been at the children's home since he was nine
months old. As tim¢ went on we found his legs and ribs
breaking for what seemed to be no reason at all. After several
breaks it was discovered that he has Osteogenesis Imperfecta
(brittle bone disease), The doctors in Haiti said that there is
nothing that could be done for him in Haiti. After some re-
search in the United States'the University of Michigan ac-
cepted-himas apatient. It took over five months to-obtain‘a:umedical visafor him. Finally, on'May 7"
we brought him to-Michigan. The doctors want to do surgery placing rods.in his.leg bones with the
hope that he may be ableto walk someday. We don't know what other treatments he may require after
that. Costs may prohibit some of the treatment that he should have.

The church youth are excited and looking forwardte-another seminar in July. This was a real boost to
their faith and spiritual growth last year. We arelooking forward to great things from the Lord!

Our God is an awesome God! How we praise-him for his.continued watch and care over his work.

For eternity, Merv Sommers
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U special thank you to Donna Weaver Barkhalz for all fen hard wesk to research and secure the
God bless you Donnal
Please centinue to pray for Mich’s continued fealing as fie undergees surgeny. Alse we ast for
your prayens that finances will be availabile to pay for any treatments Mich may need. Jhank you!
~Fhe JFM team
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Let Us Be Content

Having food and raiment let us therewith be content.

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

(for after all these things do the gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But

seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

What would you say are the most basic, essential human needs? In a country where poverty is everywhere it is easy to
become overwhelmed by the needs and desensitized to what is important by what seems to be urgent. What, then, in the
host of demands, should evoke and would warrant an immediate, unhesitating response?

When Jesus was teaching His disciples about worry He cited three very common needs: food, water, and clothing/
shelter. | think we can all agree that these are important and we would not deny them to anyone we love if it was within
our power to provide them. But Jesus also said there is more to life than any of these three. "Is not the life more than
meat...?" So it is possible to miss what is really important by becoming overly concerned about food, water, and shelter.
There is more to life than food; there is more to life than meets the eye; there is a more fundamental issue. What is that
issue, and does it necessarily preclude food and raiment?

For.generations men have wrestled with this question, and the staff at IFM are brought face to face with it every day in
the people we are called to serve, forcing us to decide moment by moment, 'Is this a legitimate need?' 'How can | help this
person?' 'What do they really need?" 'If | help them today, will they be back tomorrow?' 'l can't do everything, or help eve-
ryone; what should | focus on?'

People generally answer "what should | focus on" according to what they regard as the fundamental issue, or, what is
broken. Some answers are insufficient to satisfy the range and scope of the nature and condition of mankind who was
created a very complex being, even in the image of God. A humanistic worldview, for instance, will supply and support a
different set of criterion as well as a different prognosis than either an animist or a theist on the issue of environment.
Haiti is considered a reached nation, but is still deeply mired in superstition and darkness; even with the Christian facade
its core is animistic with an education system that is moving towards humanism. An animist looks for an evil spirit as the
cause of all disorder, physiological, social, economic, ecological, etc., which in turn motivates them to look for answers by
appeasing the spirits through ritual and often by seeking, or at the least, accepting a spirit guide to keep them from curses
and malevolence; which demonstrates what they believeis broken.

If we start with "In the beginning..." we know that when God was finished on day six He said everything was very good.
This is important because it provides us with a standard of normal. But something happened and now everything is broken
== everything. Everything has the smell of death on it. However, even in the hour when the creation was subjected to futili-
ty (Rom 8:19-23 read it), God promised to send a . A what? A savior? A redeemer? A deliverer? A king? A
priest? One word alone doesn't serve us very well, that’s why we just say Messiah because Messiah means all of those
things and much more. And so, when the time was fulfilled Jesus came, took on the nature and condition of those He
came to save and in His hour of triumph, said, "It'is finished!" What was finished? What exactly did Jesus come to accom-
plish? Consider this: While everything is indeed broken, one thing in particular is at the heart of it all and that is relation-
ship: with God, with fellow men, with creation, with myself. All of these relationships need restitution, reconciliation, and
restoration. And Messiah Jesus made restitution and a way of reconciliation when He was finished; and will ultimately
restore in Himself more than was lost in Adam.

So what are the real issues? What did Jesus die to secure, raise again to guarantee, send His Spirit to realize (in a meas-
ure) and is coming again to fulfill? Pray for us that we can keep the main thing the main thing.

~Peter Garber, Administrator
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