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Rebuilding…..1 Year after the Quake

PROJECTS

Churches
Schools
Medical Relief
Self Help

Greetings Friends,
“… what doth the LORD thy
God require of thee, but to fear the
LORD thy God, to walk in all his
ways, and to love him, and to serve
the LORD thy God with all thy heart
and with all thy soul..” Deuteronomy
10:12
What does the Lord require of us?
God’s requirement for each of us is
the same although it is manifested in
different ways. We are commanded
to, “Fear the Lord, walk in His ways,
and love Him.” Without the first
three demonstrated in our lives, any
pretence of service to the Lord is
pride trying to impress people. God
has asked each of us to serve Him in
different ways and places. May we
first seek to know God, obey Him,
and then serve in whatever way He
calls.
Continued on page 4

COUNTRIES

Haiti
Dominican Republic
6500 Brown Rd.
Jonesville, MI 49250
517-287-4007
www.ifmhaiti.org

Prayer Requests & Praise




Praise God from whom all blessings flow…
God has been moving in amazing ways here in the Dominican Republic. As I sit back and look at all that has happened since I first came
here to live, I can only conclude that it is God's work, and He will see
that it gets accomplished.
I'm happy to report the growth of the church. We have had several
recent conversions with the most recent being just this past Saturday
(February 19). Our church on a Sunday has become standing room
only. We praise the Lord for this. I wish every one of you could hear
the way the rafters ring when the children praise the Lord on a Sunday
morning. My preschool class has become so large they don't all fit on
the benches with regular attendance being close to 20. We don't have







Pray that Ray will
experience full recovery from a recent fall
in Haiti. He sustained
a skull fracture and
broken arm.
Pray for safety for all
work teams travelling
to and from the field
in March and April.
Pray for the Durwin
Miller Family directing the earthquake
rebuilding process.
PTL! The cholera epdemic has slowed
down considerably.
Pray that the Cholera
does not increase with
rains.
Pray for funds to continue the rebuilding
process.
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room inside the church for all 3 Sunday school classes so my class is outside. Of course, any little distraction is enough to set these children off and make me, their teacher, wonder if they're learning anything!
My Monday and Thursday night girls' club has also recently risen in regular attendance, with the occasional class hosting 30 girls from the neighborhood. It's been fun to get more of them involved, but I
have to wonder how many of these girls will stay true to the Lord.
Kiko has started a Friday night boys' club in the past few months. It seems to be becoming quite
popular as well, with attendance reaching into the mid 20's.
And of course, truly exciting news is our upcoming baptism. These souls, both young and old, are
longing with anticipation for the day they will follow Jesus' example in water baptism. Fortunately, their wait is about to come
to an end, as we have plans for a baptismal service in the next
few weeks, in fact, probably before this newsletter comes out.
Please remember to pray for us. We are fighting a spiritual battle, and though we know the battle belongs to the Lord,
we each must fight as soldiers of the faith.
Stephanie Yantzi

NOTE:
Since the writing of this article, the Holy Spirit has
moved in marvelous ways. Within 4 days, 16 young people from the church committed their lives to the Lord.
God is so good!

Girls Club every Monday & Thursday Evening

Cholera Treatment Continues...
The
stillness
was
shattered
as we
dashed out
the door to
see two
men
carrying a
stretcher…

It was 3:30 AM and I was thinking maybe I could finish my night out and head home early for a
change, when one of the workers came charging in the door yelling for nurses to come quick, we
have a very low cholera patient coming in. The stillness was shattered as we dashed out the door
to see two men carrying a stretcher with a still form on it. At first glance it looked like he was
gone but he was still slowly trying to breath. Soon nurses were looking for veins on both arms and
ten minutes later they had gotten two IV's in, and the fluids were flowing steady. We watched,
waited, and talked to his wife who had come with him. About 20 minutes later he raised his head
and looked around very surprised. He started fussing that his back hurt and could somebody
please help him get more comfortable. Amazing what a few bags of IV Ringers can do for a dehydrated patient. He was definitely critical for a few days longer, and we were sure we'd lose him
yet to organ failure. Praise the Lord he pulled through. One night he told us that he thought he had
died, and when he woke up in the hospital he was shocked to discover that he was still alive.
That night after we had visited with him and he was sleeping I decided to head home around 4
AM since everyone was doing fine and nothing seemed to be going on. The Doctor hopped a ride
with me too because he had worked all day, all night, and needed to work the next day too since
the regular night doctor was sick.

I had just crawled into bed and was thinking how nice beds feel when you're sooo tired, when my
phone started jangling and my peaceful thoughts were rudely interrupted. It was the head nurse urgently requesting
that I go wake the doctor and bring him back to the hospital because the old man was much worse again.
It would all have been fine and good but the batteries had died and street current was off so it was pitch dark outside.
I raced down the walk with my little flashlight, and down to his room to call him. Minutes later we raced to the ambulance. It roared to life and we honked our way out the driveway so the night guard would open the gate for us.
He stumbled groggily out of the guard shack, fumbled with the lock, and slowly opened the gate. We sped out the
gate and to the hospital. We ran in the back door and, Praise God, he was still breathing. We grabbed some meds out
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of the
pharmacy and in short order the
old man was doing much better
and stabilized.
It turned out he had a severe
case of malaria as well as cholera. He started doing much better and was discharged a day
later. Praise the Lord for another successful cholera
case.
Sheila Driedger

FEAR

Sheila and
I went to
the projects today (where
a couple of the
children at
the
orphanage
are from) to
give a Bible class
and visit with
the children. No vehicles
were in working
condition, which is highly unusual, so we had to take a moto. The
idea of three people on a moto was okay as long as I was the one
in the middle. The one on the back has to hang on for dear life
every time you go over a bump because of the lack of space and,
believe me, there are more than a few bumps. Today, though, we
were blest with an extra long moto so we fit on great and arrived
there safely.
Our general meeting place, the pavilion, was being used
for a soccer field. We began visiting with the children in hopes that
the players would see us and clear out so we could sit with the
children on the concrete floor. They did, and shortly we began
our class. Maintaining as much order as we could (which was not
very much, with some children playing tag, some wrestling, and
some teasing the ones who sat down for class) we sang a few
songs, read a story, and memorized a verse.
Oops, a small interruption. The mouse trap
on the counter just went off. WOW! It’s out-done itself this time
with two mice in one catch. That should make a small dent in our
mouse population.
Well, back to our trip. After class we took a short walk to
the lake and back with the children and then headed home.
Its heart breaking to see children running around naked,
sick, malnourished, and treating each other with no respect. We
wonder if we will ever make a difference. Please pray for these
classes that God will use them to touch and change someone's
life.
The mouse trap has gone off two more times since the last
and has caught three more mice (another double catch and one
single catch). Unbelievable! That’s five mice in one evening!

JUST DOWN
THE ROAD...

Abigail R. Malchow

The title you see here is a compromise for lack of a better explanation. An explanation for why we Christians are so ineffective in sharing the gospel. Why we are so
unwilling to step out, to sacrifice our life, to
take a risk for Christ. Why are the majority of
missionaries on the field short term (under
five years)? Why are there so many North
Americans that have never heard the complete gospel? Something about guarding a
life, a self image, a fear of losing the temporal
things of this earth because we don’t really
have confidence that God is able to provide.
If the Gospel brought death to Jesus
Christ why would we think that in preaching
the Gospel it would require any less of us?
Why would we think that living a normal life
upon the earth would be of any gain? Christ
said “Whosoever will be my disciple let him
take up his cross and follow me”. Christ left
His father, in all of His splendor to submit under His creation upon the earth, to suffer and
die in order that we might have life. If this
Gospel brought this upon the Son of God and
he invites us to follow in His steps, why would
we think that it would be any easier for us?
How does our mortal mind somehow think
that we can live our quaint comfortable American lives and be walking in the foot prints left
by our Lord Jesus Christ? We have problems
dragging our lazy bodies out of the peacefulness of sleep so we can go to church on Sunday morning when our Savior didn’t have a
place to lay His head. We are afraid of witnessing to a stranger because he might become angry with us, when our Savior was
beaten and bled and was killed by those He
loved in order that they could have life.
So what is it? Is it fear? Fear of ourselves, of God, of being rejected, of failure, of
losing the pleasure of this temporal life or of
pain. Or is it not fear at all; let’s just call it selfishness then. Whatever it is when will we
“Christians” just fall on our knees, come to the
end of our inner striving and truly sacrifice to
God our Body, Mind and Spirit, just as He did
for us.
“He is no fool who gives that which
he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
Jim Elliott
Shea Alexander
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One year has passed since the life-ending, life-changing earthquake. Many people are still without permanent housing. They are
living in tent cities with minimal basic services. International organizations are helping with sanitation and water even but some of
that is ineffective. One city is built on a flood plain with the toilets positioned in a low area. Anyone with simple common sense can
conclude the results of a good rain. Most of these people are completely helpless to better their condition. They simply exist from
day to day.
God has currently positioned my family and me in Haiti to lead the earthquake rebuilding project with IFM. It consists of building a
community of 14-20 duplexes with a couple of community restroom/bath houses. It is located in an area called Meyá. It is a community very much in need of Salvation and God’s grace. May the work there open the door to the message of the Gospel.
The homes will be given to earthquake victims when completed. Each of these families has been selected and is helping with the
construction of their home. This allows the recipient to feel invested in their home and avoids some of the “welfare mentality” problems. It also gives us lots of interaction with the owners.
Each duplex is 22’ x 28’ including a 4’ porch. Construction is earthquake resistant concrete block with poured posts and beams. 14
foundations have been completed by Haitian workers and they are now working on one of the restroom buildings.
The end of January brought a team from Southern Michigan. Following
that, Durrel Weaver’s team arrived from Virginia. Many of them were familiar with work trips and arrived with tools and organization to begin working quickly. They also brought a lot of energy and zeal for the Lord. Ray
Bingaman had friends on this team. It was good having him here for the
week although his fall from the roof offered some tense moments. We
praise God for preserving Ray’s life and continuing to heal him. We look
forward to more teams throughout March and April.
My prayer for each of you is that you would, fear the Lord, walk in
His ways, and love Him, and then serve Him with all of your strength.
Would you consider serving the Lord by: praying for the rebuilding project,
coming on a work-team, or financially supporting the work? Not one aspect
is more or less important than another. Whatever way God calls you to serve,
we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for allowing God to use you.
Blessings,
Durwin, Jena, Jadon, Kristen, Alisa Miller

My husband and I took our first missions trip to Haiti in January, 2011. We went as part of a work group to
build duplexes for families that had lost their homes in the earthquake. I had the privilege to accompany the guys to the
jobsite for a couple of days. There were a number of children and young people that hang around there, some to help
and some to watch. The children and I enjoyed each other’s company. The first afternoon I was there a 9 year old girl
asked if I would pray for her and some of the other children. She would tell me their name, put my hand on their head
and they would lay their head in my lap and then she would ask me to pray to Jesus. I would pray for each one individually and then they would clap and get excited when I was finished. What a joy to have a hand in their spiritual
lives!! The Lord provided safety and health for all of us. I appreciate His blessings and the door that He opened in order for us to go.
My husband is a 3rd generation well driller and was able to offer a helping hand to the men that were drilling
the well at the jobsite. He didn’t know that he would be involved with the well until the first day out on the job and the
men were already there to drill. He was able to give advice, ask and answer questions, and help where needed. He was
excited to be involved in something he loves.
My husband has said, “I went to Haiti to have an impact on their lives, but did not know the impact it would have on
our family members back home.” I have unsaved loved ones and they were pretty nervous about us going. But after
watching us put our trust and faith in the Lord, they have realized we depend on more than ourselves. Our lives belong
to Him and we need to be aware of the doors He opens and trust Him when He leads us through.
Thank you to IFM for the great hospitality while we were there.
Trusting in Our Lord, Jesus Christ,
Eric and Janel Stewart
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Currently constructing 14
duplexes.
Your specified donations will help
build the remaining
6 duplexes planned
for this project.

Earthquake
rebuilding
project in
progress

V. S. Helpers and work teams from Virginia & Michigan

Blue Ridge International for Christ drilling a well
at the housing project.

The 180 foot completed well is being used daily and is
a great asset to the construction process.

~ WAYS YOU CAN HELP ~
General

Disaster Relief

I would like to
contribute
$_______
to be used where
needed most.

I desire to help relieve suffering in Haiti from the
earthquake of Jan. 12, 2010

Aid for Orphans
I am donating
$_________
to aid orphans
not in the IFM
Children’s
Home.

1. I am enclosing
$___________toward the general relief effort
2. I am interested in going to
help with the
rebuilding effort ____________
3. I cannot go to Haiti to build, but would like to
pay a Haitian boss$______ ($125 per week)

School Sponsorship

Children’s Home
I wish to give for the
operating expenses
of the Children’s Home
$__________monthly
$___________one-time donation

I wish to sponsor #___ children at
$15 per month/$180 per year.
I am enclosing $_______ as my
initial payment and understand that
I will receive a picture and more information.

Hospital
Quality medical care is difficult to find/ afford in Haiti.
$______ construction

$______ operating expense

INTERNATIONAL FAITH MISSIONS
6500 BROWN RD.
JONESVILLE, MI 49250
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

IF YOU DO NOT WISH
TO RECEIVE THIS
NEWSLETTER,
Please call: 517-287-4007

$______ where most needed

Dominican Republic
Outreach
This $________
is to help bring
Christ to the D.R.

Medical Relief
I would like to
help those
who can’t
afford
medical care.
$_______monthly
$_______one-time gift

Food Pantry
I wish to help stock the church’s
relief supply for
the poor within
the
church.
$____monthly
$____one-time
Any Sponsored donations received
above and beyond the present need
will be used for a similar cause.
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